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WSU LIBRARIES – INSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT

Library Research Assignment Samples

Skill Sets Needed to do Library Research Assignments

Assignment #1

Spring 2002 - Research Paper Assignment

Due Date: March 9, 2002

One Page Proposal Due: Feb. 7, 2002

General Topic: Mental Illness

Your focus can be as broad as investigating a mental condition such as postpartum depression or as focused as investigating a drug such as Prozac.  You must cover recent findings, articles and information.  In your paper, you must cite from:

3 different Internet sites all ending in .org, .edu, or .gov (no .com sites will be accepted)

at least one article from a medical journal, such as the New England Journal of Medicine

Once the research is completed, you must include in your concluding argument a recent case from the media that pertains to your topic.

Length: 10 pages, typed double-spaced, with a title and a works cited page to be included in the 10 pages.

Individual conferences will be set up to go over your proposals and a trip to the library will be scheduled to help you utilize the resources that the library has to offer.

Notes:

Assignment #2

Write a survey of at least three professional journals, a Web site and a specialized search engine.  For each journal, list the title, the publisher, the discipline or disciplines that the journal is addressed to, and the professional association, department or agency that publishes the journal.  Write two sentences characterizing the sorts of research published in the journal, and include the author, title and pages for an article related to your research.  For the search engine, state the discipline or disciplines, two or more of the most relevant journals (other than the three you surveyed), and at least three search terms that you found useful.  For the Web site, list the department, association, agency that published the site and write a couple of sentences on how the site is relevant to your research.  For information on general search engines to find Web sites and search engines within particular fields of study, read 126-39 in FAQs.

Notes:

