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WSU LIBRARIES – INSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT

Library Research Assignment Samples

Assignment #1 – Prerequisite Skill Sets Explanation

1. Need to know how to choose a topic – not much guidance in the assignment, need to figure out a focus that is not too broad for 10-page paper and not too narrow.  Is this something that you think students can do on their own?  We have found, in the library, that often students need help with this.

2. Need to know how to find credible Web sites about their topic, how to do domain searching and how to evaluate Web sites

3. Need to know how to find articles in medical journals

a. Assumes they know what a medical journal is

b. How do know how to find articles in medical journals?

i. What index do they use?  Do they even know about indexes?

ii. Need to know how to do a search strategy (keywords and Boolean operators)

iii. With this part of the assignment, students need to be able to find appropriate articles that they can read and comprehend – this can be a challenge in professional journals.

iv. Need to know how to find the articles, if they are not full-text – does the library own the title?  Does the Health Sciences Library own the title?

4. Need to know how to find recent cases or incidents discussed in media

a. What is meant by media – popular literature – magazines and newspapers?

b. How do they find articles in popular literature?

i. Ditto 3b

5. Need to know how to cite sources, get all information need for bibliography, understand about citing sources, etc. – keep it all organized – create a works cited page

6. There are probably other things they need to know/do in writing the paper – but these are the main steps for the research part

